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Emma Wat son on gen der (in)equa li ty

Today we are laun ching a cam pai gn cal led “He ForS he.” I am re a ching out to you
be cau se we need your help. We want to end gen der in equa li ty – and to do this
we need ever y o ne in vol ved.
 This is the first cam pai gn of its kind at the UN: we want to try and gal va ni ze as
many men and boys as pos si ble to be ad vo ca tes for chan ge. And we don’t just
want to talk about it, we want to try and make sure that it is tan gi ble.
 I was ap poin ted as Good will am bas sa dor for UN women six months ago and the
more I have spo ken about fe mi nism the more I have re a li zed that figh ting for
women’s rights has too often be co me syn ony mous with man- hating. If there is
one thing I know for cer tain, it is that this has to stop.
For the re cord, fe mi nism by de fi ni ti on is: “The be lief that men and women should
have equal rights and op por tu nities. It is the the o ry of the po li ti cal,
eco no mic and so cial equa li ty of the sexes.”
  I star ted ques ti o ning gender- based as sump ti ons a long time ago. When I was
eight I was con fu sed at being cal led “bossy,” be cau se I wan ted to di rect the plays
that we would put on for our pa rents – but the boys were not.
 When at 14 I star ted being se xu a li zed by cer tain ele ments of the press.
 When at 15 my girl fri ends star ted drop ping out of their bel o ved sports
teams be cau se they didn’t want to ap pear “mus cly.” When at 18 my male
fri ends were un a ble to ex press their fee lings. I de ci ded that I was a fe mi nist and
this see med un com pli ca ted to me. But my re cent re se arch has shown me that
fe mi nism has be co me an un po pu lar word. Women are choo sing not to iden tify
as fe mi nists. Ap par ent ly I am among the ranks of women whose ex pres sions are
seen as too strong, too ag gres si ve, iso la ting and anti- men, un at trac ti ve even.
Why has the word be co me such an un com for ta ble one? I am from Bri tain and I
think it is right that I am paid the same as my male coun ter parts. I think it is right
that I should be able to make de ci si ons about my own body. I think it is right that
women be in vol ved on my be half in the po li ci es and the de ci si ons that will aff ect
my life. I think it is right that so cial ly I am aff or ded the same re spect as men. But
sadly I can say that there is no one coun try in the world where all
women can ex pect to re cei ve these rights. No coun try in the world can yet say
that they have achie ved gen der equa li ty. These rights I con sider to be human
rights but I am one of the lucky ones. My life is a sheer pri vi le ge be cau se my
pa rents didn’t love me less be cau se I was born a daugh ter. My school did not
limit me be cau se I was a girl.

 

of its kind: von die ser Art, to gal va ni ze:  jmd./etw. in Schwung brin gen, ad vo ca te: Ver fech -
ter/Be für wor ter, tan gi ble: greif bar/fass bar, to ap point sb.:jmd. zu etwas  er nen nenn,
coun ter part: Ge gen über,  sheer: bloß/pur
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My men tors didn’t as su me that I would go less far be cau se I might give birth to a
child one day. These in flu en cers were the gen der equa li ty am bas sa dors that
made me who I am today. They may not know it, but they are the in ad ver tent
fe mi nists who are chan ging the world today. We need more of those.  
These in flu en cers were the gen der equa li ty am bas sa dors that made me who I
am today. They may not know it, but they are the in ad ver tent fe mi nists who are
chan ging the world today. We need more of those.
 And if you still hate the word – it is not the word that is im portant, it’s the idea
and the am bi ti on be hind it. Be cau se not all women have re cei ved the same rights
that I have. In fact, sta ti sti cal ly, very few have been.
  In 1997, Hila ry Clin ton made a fa mous speech in Bei jing about women’s rights.
Sadly many of the things she wan ted to chan ge are still true today. But what
stood out for me the most was that less than 30 per cent of the au di ence were
male. How can we aff ect chan ge in the world when only half of it is in vi ted or feel
wel co me to parti ci pa te in the con ver sa ti on?
 Men – I would like to take this op por tu ni ty to ex tend your for mal in vi ta ti on. Gen -
der equa li ty is your issue too. Be cau se to date, I’ve seen my father’s role as a pa -
rent being va lu ed less by so cie ty de spi te my nee ding his pre sence as a child as
much as my mo ther’s. I’ve seen young men suff e ring from men tal ill ness un a ble
to ask for help for fear it would make them less of a man or less of a man – in
fact in the UK sui ci de is the big gest kil ler of men bet ween 20 to 49; eclip sing road
ac ci dents, can cer and co ro na ry heart di sea se. I’ve seen men made fra gi le and in -
se cu re by a dis tor ted sense of what con sti tu tes male suc cess. Men don’t have the
be ne fits of equa li ty eit her. We don’t often talk about men being im pri so ned by
gen der ste reo ty pes but I can see that they are and that when they are free,
things will chan ge for women as a na tu ral con se quence. If men don’t have to be
ag gres si ve in order to be ac cep ted, women won’t feel com pel led to be sub mis si -
ve. If men don’t have to con trol, women won’t have a to be con trol led. Both men
and women should feel free to be sen si ti ve. Both men and women should feel
free to be strong… It is time that we all per cei ve gen der on a spec trum in s tead of
two sets of op po sing ide als. If we stop de fi ning each other by what we are not
and start de fi ning our sel ves by who we are – we can all be freer and this is what
He ForS he is about. It’s about free dom.

in ad ver tent: un frei wil lig ver se hent lich,  right: Recht,  Bei jing. Pe king, va lu ed: ge schätzt, im pri -
son: ver haf tet, com pel led: ge zwun gen/ ver pflich tet
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I want men to take up this mant le. So that their daugh ters, sis ters and
mo thers can be free from pre ju di ce but also so that their sons have per mis si on
to be vul ne r a ble and human too – re claim those parts of them sel ves they ab an -
do ned and in doing so be a more true and com ple te ver si on of them sel ves.
You might be thin king who is this Harry Pot ter girl? And what is she doing
spe a king at the UN and it’s a re al ly good ques ti on, I have been as king mys elf
the same thing. All I know is that I care about this pro blem. And I want to make it
bet ter. And ha ving seen what I’ve seen – and given the chan ce – I feel it is my
re spon si bi li ty to say so me thing. Sta tes man Ed mund Burke said: “All that is
nee ded for the forces of evil to tri umph is for good men and women to do
nothing.” In my ner vous ness for this speech and in my mo ments of doubt I’ve
told mys elf firm ly – if not me, who, if not now, when. If you have si mi lar doubts
when op por tu nities are pre sen ted to you I hope that those words will be hel pful.
Be cau se the re a li ty is that if we do nothing it will take 75 years, or for me to be
ne ar ly a hundred be fo re women can ex pect to be paid the same as men for the
same work. 15.5 mil li on girls will be mar ri ed in the next 16 years as child ren. And
at cur rent rates it won’t be until 2086 be fo re all rural Afri can girls can have a se -
con da ry edu ca ti on. If you be lie ve in equa li ty, you might be one of those in ad ver -
tent fe mi nists that I spoke of ear lier. And for this I ap plaud you. We are strugg -
ling for a uniting word but the good news is that we have a uniting mo vement. It
is cal led He ForS he. I am in vi ting you to step for ward, to be seen. And to ask
yours elf if not me, who? If not now, when? Thank you very, very much.
 
Source: https://www.you tube.com/watch?v=Q0Dg226G2Z8,
http://www.un wo men.org/en/news/sto ries/2014/9/emma- watson- gender- 
equality- is- your- issue- too

re claim: zu rück for dern
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1 Point out what the cam pai gn “He forS he“ stands for.

2 State the “gender- based as sump ti ons”.

3 Ex ami ne which tar get group Wat son ad dres ses.
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