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In Eng lish we never put an ad verb bet ween the verb and the ob ject.
cor rect: → We often play hand ball.
in cor rect: → We play often hand ball.

 adverb subject (auxiliary
1)

(auxiliary
2)

main
verb

(object)

1. Suddenly, the man   saw the house.

2. Surprisingly, our bird could  speak (French.)

3. Finally, the speaker   ended his presentation.

front po si ti on (at the be gin ning of a sen tence)

Usu al ly in front po si ti on: sen tence ad verbs (ex amp le 1 and 2) and lin king ad verbs (ex -
amp le 3)

end po si ti on (at the end of a sen tence)

 subject (auxiliary
1)

(auxiliary
2)

main verb (object) adverb

1. I   shouted (at her) angrily.

2. My sister   is sleeping  in the garden.

3. Mary will be sleeping  at ten o'clock.

4. She has  called him twice.

Usu al ly in end po si ti on: ad verbs of man ner (ex amp le 1), place (ex amp le 2), de fi ni te
time (ex amp le 3) and de fi ni te fre quen cy (ex amp le 4).

More than one ad verb in end po si ti on

  manner place time

1. Jason is flying  to New York at 8 o'clock on Saturday.

2. Gina behaved strangely at the party last night.

For more than one ad verb in end po si ti on the rule is:
man ner → place → time and
more spe ci fic → more ge ne ral.

 
 

Many other types of
ad verbs can go in end

po si ti on if they are
em pha si zed!

Many other types of
ad verbs can go in

front po si ti on if they
are em pha si zed!
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 Exer ci se: Re wri te these sen ten ces, cor rec ting the mista kes.

1) A new study on teenage dri ving in 2008 was in Bri tain pu blished.
2) If teenage dri vers tra vel with a group of fri ends ap par ent ly, can this be ex tre me dan ge -

rous and they are li kelier to have an ac ci dent than when they alone tra vel.
3) Bri tish insurance com pa nies want im me di a te ly to in tro du ce dra sti cal ly rest ric tions on

young dri vers.
4) Dri vers under 20 will not be al lo wed to carry more than one teenage pas sen ger for the

first six months in their car after they have their dri ving test pas sed.
5) Young pas sen gers dis tract often young dri vers and en cou ra ge them to drive in a more

ris kier way.
6) Se ve r al sta tes have al re a dy in the USA li mi ted the num ber of pas sen gers a teenage dri ver

can in the first six or twel ve months carry.
7) Fatal cras hes fell in those sta tes ac tu al ly by 37 per cent after the strict ly li mits were in tro -

du ced.
8) The insurance com pa nies said the limit would re du ce dra sti cal ly the cost of insurance be -

cau se the num ber of multimillion- pound claims si gni fi cant ly would fall.

(B) If the verb is a form of „to be“, the ad verb comes after the form of „to
be“.

 subject main verb adverb   object

1. Mary is often   at home

2. Chris is sometimes   nervous before tests.

(C) If there is one au xi li a ry or more, the ad verb comes after the first au xi li -
a ry.

 subject auxiliary
1

adverb (auxiliary
2)

main
verb

object

1. Mary has just been called to the door.

2. People will always  eat chocolate.

3. Our parents are soon going to leave the house.

Usu al ly in mid- position: short ad verbs of in de fi ni te time (ex amp le C.1 and C.3), ad -
verbs of in de fi ni te fre quen cy (all other ex amp les).

 subject  adverb  main verb object

1. We  often  go to the disco.

2. The sun  always  rises in the east.

(A) The ad verb goes bet ween sub ject and verb.

mid- position
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